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Karting i widely recognized as the
training grownd for sepiring car racers the
wiorld over, however, there ane an
increasing number of drivers who ane
choasing o become career karbers. With
the exception of only the highest
categories of matossports, karting affers
the stitfest and most wicious competition
anywhere-and af a fractbon of the cogt of
racing cars. Combing that with a paddock
atmosphene that's mare X Games gronge
than the palo shirts and scripted
responses of Indlanapolis or Daytona and
you can see why so mamy excellent racers
chioose to stick around. Here are fowr career
kariers who are working hard 1o improve
the perception of thelr sport and help it
move ever closer to the maknstream,

blex Speed

Back-io-back national tithes mean that
ig-year-ald Alex Speed has solldified his
posEion as the dominant driver in the Sport
of shifter kurt racing. After winming the
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champignship in 2003, Speed reinforced his
reputation in "o with thres victoshes aboard
a ELS Racing ) GF chassks; a late-season
switch to MEP/Birel produced a victorny at
the Stars of Kaning linale in Orlando and a
sacomnd strakght national title. Youneer
brother of Red Bull F1 Driver Search
standout Scott Speed, Alex has chasen a
dalferent roule and has lufmed Down many
car racing oppoetunities in favor of what he
feels is the more comipetithe anena of shifter
kanrt racing. Individualistic and opinicnated,
Mlex i 1he template for the career karter as
this form of racing begins its shift toward the
pufrome sparts categony

Alan Rudolph

Thene mary nat be a better ambassador for
the sport of karting than &lan Rudalph. From
his earky days racing on dert ovals in the
Midwest to his rise as one of the top shifter
pikots on the continent, Rudolph has been
invalved in karting for over 2o years. During
that time he’s compeied in ihe DIggest races
against the biggest names and opme away
weith @ reswme flled with vigtories and
championthips. A four-time winner of the
Rock sland Grand Prix, 2004 was &
renalssance for Alam as he gelled with
Hichard Buxman's RBI outht and réforned ta



